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CONSIDERATION OF AN EXTERNAL FUNDING REQUEST FOR KANSAS AVIATION MUSEUM.
Presented by: Brent Shelton, Economic Development & Tax System Director, Division of Finance

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Take action as the Commission deems appropriate.

Sedgwick County received a funding request from the Kansas Aviation Museum (KAM); a 501c3 non-
profit organization whose mission is to “Preserve, Inspire, Educate and Commemorate Kansas
Aviation History for the Future.” Formed in 1991, KAM occupies the original Wichita Airport Terminal;
built in the 1930’s and is adjacent to McConnell AFB. The art deco structure, owned by the City of
Wichita and leased to KAM, is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

KAM’s request to the County is for $50,000 per year for 5 years; for a total of $250,000. This is being
considered as part of the 2019 budget process. The current request may be considered as the initial
year of that request, or one time funding support of $50,000. Sedgwick County has not previously
provided funding to KAM. The City of Wichita provided funding of $33,194 in 2017 and $34,159 for
2018. KAM is requesting additional City support going forward. The operating agreement with Wichita
provides for City funding for HVAC and roof replacement which has been completed. KAM is
responsible for routine maintenance on the building and equipment. If County funding support is
provided, KAM indicates that the intent is to use the money toward restoring the B-52 which is one of
170 “D” models built by the Boeing Company to be on exhibition on site at KAM and for building
maintenance, including tuck pointing, replacing doors, sealing windows and painting.

If approved, BOCC might consider tying this financial support to project specific expenditures that are
related to exhibits, and aircraft restoration and protection, rather than providing funds for building
maintenance. Aligning with the County’s strategic priority of promoting a variety of cultural venues,
the museum’s focus on preserving the area’s rich aviation history and endowing this legacy is
important to our community. KAM continues to develop a community asset with a vision for continued
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future enhancements.

Alternatives: Deny the request for funding.

Financial Considerations: This is a one-time funding request for $50,000. Funding for the future is
being considered through the 2019 budget process. Budget authority of $50,000 will be transferred
from the BOCC Reserve to the Culture & Recreation Community Programs fund center.

Legal Considerations: N/A

Policy Considerations: N/A

Outside Attendees: Teresa Day, Kansas Aviation Museum.

Multimedia Presentation: N/A
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